PHYS  1110,  General Physics I

Syllabus and Tentative Course Schedule

Fall, 2003

Section 01 *
MWF
09:00 a.m.  – 09:50 a.m.
CR 202
Discussion* PS 234
Labs* PS 129

*Enrollment in this course also requires enrollment in a discussion and laboratory section.

Instructors:



Dr. Michael Pierce              Bill Herrera, Discussion          Ed Koncel, Lab Instructor

Office:

Physical Sciences, 111       Physical Sciences, 116          Physical Sciences, 223

Office Phone:      
766-6102
                       766-4304                                766-4336

E-Mail

mpierce@uwyo.edu             herrera@uwyo.edu                 elkoncel@uwyo.edu

Office Hours
Monday 
2 – 4  p.m.
           Thursday  9 – 10 a.m.                  See Ed for times.



Tuesday  
2 – 4 p.m.            Friday 11 a.m.  – 12 p.m.




or by appointment
            or by appointment

Textbooks and course materials:


College Physics, Volume 1, Sixth Edition, Serway and Faughn


Physics 1110 Laboratory Manual, U.W. Physics Department



Note:  See instructor regarding this manual.  It is not available in the bookstore this semester.

General Purpose – NCS – Answer Sheet, form #6703 (“Green Bubble Sheet”)



Note:  This is a ten-item answer sheet (green NOT blue), available in the bookstore.  You will need one for each homework quiz and each exam.

Web Site:


www.physics.uwyo.edu/~mpierce/P1110

Includes links to additional material: math reviews, Java applets, etc.

Lecture:

It is your responsibility to attend each lecture session of this course and to obtain and understand the material presented.  You are responsible for this material even if you are not in attendance because of a University-sponsored activity or illness.  Attendance will not be taken during the lecture sessions but attendance is strongly encouraged.

Homework:

Homework problems will be assigned in class for each chapter covered in this course.  Homework is due as shown on the “Tentative Course Schedule” in the form of a homework quiz that starts precisely at the top of the hour and is collected at 15-minutes past the hour.  This is essentially a self-grading process wherein you will answer questions regarding the homework problems assigned and enter your answers on a 10-item “Bubble Sheet”.  For each homework quiz you will need to bring a #2 pencil, a good eraser, and a new, unmarked sheet in pristine shape.  (Bubble sheets that are folded, 3-hole punched, dog-eared, creased, or have stray marks on them may not grade properly when scanned.  Anything but a correctly filled bubble is interpreted as an incorrect answer by the scanner.)  No make-ups will be given for these homework quizzes.  Late arrival to class on the day of a quiz will penalize you in terms of the time available to take the quiz as all quizzes will be collected at 15-minutes past the hour regardless of when you began.  All homework quizzes are required and none of the scores will be dropped or replaced, though there may be opportunities to earn extra-credit points to improve low scores.

Discussion:

You are expected to attend each discussion meeting.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each session.  Where lecture will focus on the general topics of the chapter, discussion will focus on specific problems in the chapter.  You are responsible for this material even if you are not in attendance because of a University-sponsored activity or illness.

Laboratory:

Attendance and participation in laboratory is mandatory for successful completion of this course.  Attendance will be taken in the form of a sign-in sheet available at the beginning of the lab session.  It is important that you sign in, as lab materials submitted for a session at which you were not in attendance may be given a grade of zero.  If you must miss a lab session because of a University-sponsored activity, it is your responsibility to contact your lab instructor well before the date of your absence so that you may attend another section of that week’s lab.  If you miss a lab session due to unexpected illness, contact your lab instructor as soon as possible to schedule a make-up in another lab session or to discuss other possible arrangements.  All lab submissions are required and none of the scores will be dropped or replaced, though there may be opportunities to earn extra-credit points to improve low scores.

Examinations:

There will be three 2-hour examinations and a final examination.  The 2-hour examinations will all be given in CR 304 on Thursday evenings in the 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. time period as follows:


Examination #1:
Thursday, September 19 
Chapter 1 and Math Review


Examination #2:
Thursday, October 17 
Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 5


Examination #3: 
Thursday, November 14 
Chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9


Final Examination 
   Wednesday, December 18        Chapters 10, 11, and 12




     (8:00 – 10:00 a.m. Room TBA)

All examinations are required and none of the scores will be dropped or replaced, though there may be opportunities to earn extra-credit points to improve low scores.  If you have a scheduling conflict due to a University-sponsored activity, it is your responsibility to inform your instructor well before the date of the examination so that an alternative examination time may be arranged.  In general, without a University-approved excuse, everyone is expected to take the examinations at the times they are scheduled.  The exam schedule is provided this far in advance so you may plan appropriately.

Grading:

Assignments in this course are graded on the basis of the results of efforts, not on the basis of time spent on an assignment or the efforts put into it.  Understanding solution strategies, selecting appropriate formulas, solving for correct answers, including correct units, and the ability to apply these in other situations are some of the attributes sought in your assignments in this course.  The assignments are weighted as follows:



Assignment
Number
x
Points
=
Total



Homework Quizzes
12
20
240



Lab Submissions
12
20
240



2-Hour Exams
3
120
360



Final Exam
1
160
160




-----
-----
-----



Course Total


1,000
points

Letter grades for the course may be earned as follows:



A = 900 – 1,000 points



B = 800 – 899



C = 700 – 799



D = 600 – 699



F <  600

Absences:

Please note the following regarding absences in this course:

The dean’s office does not provide authorization for excusing student absences.

University-sponsored absences are cleared through the Office of Student Life.

For illnesses, Student Health or the private physician may issue a statement giving the dates of a student’s confinement whether in the home or hospital.

Students with official authorized absences shall be permitted to make up work without penalty in classes missed or appropriate alternatives may be provided

Classroom Deportment:

All interactions within the classroom and lab should be honest and respectful.  The instructor will set the tone and demeanor in the classroom.  Discussion and questions will be encouraged where appropriate.  Questions and comments, whether oral or written, should be thoughtful and relevant.  Questions should be answered in a respectful and courteous manner.  

Unsanctioned talking, eating, sleeping, spitting, and reading unrelated material during a class are often rude and disruptive.  Foul and abusive language, whether oral or written, is inappropriate.  

All efforts will be made by this instructor to begin and end classes promptly, in accordance with the published class schedule.  Students should arrive on time and not leave, or prepare to leave, until the class has been dismissed.

Academic Honesty:

Academic honesty develops trust and respect between faculty and students, ensures fair and effective grading, and creates an environment which values learning.  Although you are encouraged to study together with other students in this course, any assignments, examinations, and lab submissions must be your own work unless you have been directed to do a team project by your instructor.  Academic dishonesty is defined in University Regulation 802, Revision 2, as “an act attempted or performed which misrepresents one’s involvement in an academic task in any way, or permits another student to misrepresent the latter’s involvement in an academic task by assisting the misrepresentation.”  There is a well-defined procedure to judge such cases, and serious penalties may be assessed.

Special Accommodations:

If you have a disability that will require special accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible.  Procedures are in place to address such needs and you will need to make sure that you have registered with Disability Support Services at 766-6189.

Course Schedule:

A tentative schedule for the major aspects of this course appears on the following pages.  Every attempt will be made to follow this syllabus and the schedule, but there may be need for change as the semester progresses.  If changes are needed, you will be notified as early as possible.
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